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passive and inert, and could no more unite with the forward
spirit of Modern Science, as Christianity can and does, than
the wheels of an engine can unite with a boiler filled with ice
instead of steam.

But before  going  farther it is necessary to  remark  that

although Christianity by reason of the nature of its moral ideal

has in effect withdrawn Morality from the fixed and positive

dogmas and precepts of Religion, and has handed it over to

knowledge and experience, or in a word to Science, it must not

therefore  be imagined that in  its origin  this morality  was

scientific and secular.    On the contrary like all other systems

of Morality of the Ancient World, it grew up under the wing

and protection of Religion: and it is not too much to say that

without the burning hopes aroused by the belief in the coming

of the Kingdom of God in the life-time of men then alive, it

could never have got a foothold with the masses of men at all.

So difficult is it, as we have said, and so vast an expenditure of

supernatural hopes and fears is necessary, for Humanity to take

even the smallest step in Morality !    The truth is, Christianity

in spite of its higher representation of God as a Father and

God of Love was not so much a purely ideal religion, as it was

a purely ideal morality, adapted to all time, but growing up

under the stimulus of the now outgrown belief in the immediate

coming of the Messiah to establish on earth the Kingdom of God.

So far then we have regarded Christianity as it existed in its

primitive purity and simplicity in the mind of its founder Jesus

Christ himself.    To fully realize what an immense step was

taken in civilization when Jesus for the first time in history

mplicitly handed over Morality to Science, Knowledge, and

Experience, and withdrew it from the fixed and rigid decrees

jid ordinances of Religion, we have only to reflect for a moment

>n the disasters that befell Christianity itself, when the Early

Jhurch, as much from necessity as choice, was betrayed into

the very error from which it was the special mission of Christ

to for ever deliver it, the error, viz., of giving fixed and rigid